
Chapter 77 : Prince (I) (1882-1907).

Prince Oscar Fredrik Olaf Gustaf Adolf - in his circle of acquaintances Gusty - was born at 
Stockholm Castle Saturday November 11, 1882, at 16:25 as the son of Crown Prince Gustaf 
(V) of Sweden-Norway & Victoria of Baden. Gusty came of age in 1900, married the 1st time 
in 1905, became Crown Prince in 1907, married the 2nd time in 1923, became King in 1950 
and died September 15, 1973. This chapter covers his life as prince - upbringing, education &
life in general - until his father's accession December 8, 1907.

The source situation is bad. A King's biography is usually compiled from interviews. 
Gusty became king so late in life that the witnesses were unreliable or dead. He has 
described his upbringing in some speeches but these downplay his special position. 
His biographers have relied on court bulletins, anecdotes, second hand information 
and incidental findings. With these restrictions there are five longer biographies 
(Fjellman 1952; Olsson 1967; Gierow m.fl. red. 1971; Holmgren 1972; Fjellman 
1973; Fridh 1995; Älmeberg 2017) and some short biographies & Festschrift writings 
(Swahn 1930: ss. 105-136; Nerman m.fl. 1952: ss. 375-379; Ohlmarks m.fl. red. 1956:
ss. 558-591; Sanchèz & Adlercreutz red. 1962; Samuelsson 1969; Holmgren 1972; 
Elgklou 1978: ss. 148-...-220; Lagerqvist 1982: ss. 361-364; Gyllensvärd 1991; 
Weibull 1991: ss. 85-90; Elgklou 1995: ss. 263-278; Skott 1996: ss. 123-148; 
Lagerqvist 1997: ss. 418-427; Liljegren 2004: ss. 110-111; Sundberg 2004: ss. 250-
253; Lindqvist 2010: ss. 112-119; Whitling 2013; Norlin 2015: ss. 171-184). I base 
myself on these and build on them with further information.

Gustaf VI's archive is in two or three parts: Archive one about private issues that may not be 
opened until 2035. Since Gusty considered everything related to the family as private, even 
Prince Oscar's marriage to Ebba Munck, it is difficult to even speculate about the content. 
Hopefully, it contains some personal letters. Archive two about his crown prince time, 
appears incomplete. According to Älmeberg's biography, a lot of information is missing about
his career as an archaeologist, collector & cultural persona. There should also be an archive 
three about his reign. If so, no one has seen it.

*

Gusty - born Duke of Skåne - was saluted with 42 shots and like Victoria baptized in Jordan-
water. There are reports that the Jordan water was actually Swedish tap water, but this has not 
been confirmed. His father's aunt Princess Eugenie described his birth as follows: ”The dear 
little Gustaf Adolf weighed in at 10 1/2 lbs and had blue eyes, dark hair, just big enough head,
wide-shouldered and over a cubit long, so that He looked 2 months old. He is very quiet and 
rarely screams. The young Father cried for two days, partly out of joy and partly out concern 
for his wife. Young Victoria has been patient, even-tempered and of good cheer.”1

Gusty received language instruction from the cradle. Victoria spoke English at home and he 
frequently visited his German family. He had an English nanny but she was fired in 1890 
because she indulged him to much. He also had a nanny Lovisa Rinnman (1847-1940; 
employed in 1884; ”Vass” called) and a governess Ida Borin (1848-1924; employed 1889-
1890). Gusty and the brothers received individual instruction. The main teacher was the 
schoolman fil lic Carl Svedelius (1861-1951; employed 1890-1896) and the botanist PhD 
Carl Lindman (1856-1928; employed 1896-1900). Specialist teachers were hired as needed. 

1 Fjellman 1952: ss. 25-26.



In 1900, Gusty passed the Baccalaureate in a private capacity and continued 1901-1904 with 
basic officer training and studies at Uppsala and Kristiania University. October 1904 - 
February 1905 he was on an educational trip to Egypt where he met his future wife. In 1905 
he devoted himself mainly to her, 1906-1907 to military training.

*

The first information about Gusty's upbringing is from retired horse guard Carl Fredrik Malm.
He remembered him from the courtyard as a three-year-old toddler, ”but no one dared speak 
to the boy...”2 The first time he represented is said to have been as a five-year old when he 
declared a poem of tribute to his great grandfather Emperor Wilhelm I on his 90th birthday 
March 22 1887. Gusty was led up to his majesty holding his nurse Vass in the hand - the 
parents were somewhere else - and hopefully everything went as it should.3 Like so many 
other heart touching anecdotes - this long afterwards told by Vass' sister - it is “improved”. 
The parents were actually present and Gusty handed the Kaiser a bouquet of flowers.4 There is
a statement that Lovisa Rinnman was actually found through an ad - she was at the time 
working as a scribe at the Central Bureau of Statistics - but it has not been possible to verify.

Then we know nothing until Governor Ida Borin. She taught Gusty the first year - half an 
hour a day. Gusty had easy reading, difficulties with the multiplication table. In 1890, she 
was replaced by Carl Svedelius - old school mate of Gusty's father. There is some 
speculation about the reason. Common to these is too much larking around. During the 
summer, Gusty & Wilhelm are said to have become ”feral”. Other sources say that the 
British governor was to blame. Prince Wilhelm complained much later that his grandmother 
insisted on martial games, did not allow them to meet peers and decked them out in 
uniforms. Hard to know what happened. Maybe they took the “wargames” too seriously & 
Borin didn't know what to do.5

In October 1890, his parents departed for several months in Egypt. Svedelius has told about
the tearful farewell. During the absence the grandparents were responsible for the children 
and they were often invited to Ulriksdal Castle. Svedelius received a number of educational
orders - so many that he protested. In February 1891 they accompanied the King and Queen
to Norway. In the interviews - there are several of them - Svedelius mostly dwells on the 
princes “leisure” time - stilts, skates, skating, ice hunting, cross-country skiing, ski 
jumping, sledge, hockey, bow and arrow, swimming, cycling, sailing, lawn tennis, bridge, 
chess & puzzles.

Gusty was the more studious of the brothers but there are no details. At least he kept quiet. 
His carpentry teacher Hjalmar Berg (1859-1953; employed 1893-1895) has told of some 
memories:

”Prince Gustaf Adolf was eleven years old when I came to the prince's school at the 
castle”, says Director of Education Berg. ”For the work, a cabinet with excellent tools 
and a double-sided workbench was acquired. The whole thing was set up near the 
princes' floor at the castle, the workbench on top of a nice oriental carpet... So there 
we were in a chamber with a magnificent chandelier over our heads. The situation 

2 Tigram. [Margit Siwertz.] ”Femtio år i kungens tjänst.” Vecko Journalen 1939:5, ss. 24-25.
3 Fjellman 1952: s. 7.
4 Aftonbladet 1887-03-24.; Svenska Dagbladet 1887-03-26.
5 Fjellman 1952: ss. 8,11; Fjellman 1973: s 31.



initially felt rather strange. From the beginning, Prince Gustaf Adolf took it seriously, 
not at all as a game or pastime. He sawed, drilled and planed diligently, tenaciously 
and conscientiously. He never wanted any help. When he had been knocking about for
quite some time during one of the first hours, he stroked his forehead and looked a 
little quizzy at his hand: 'You get sweaty when you work', he said. He had more of 
that experience in the future.

When Prince Wilhelm one day suddenly interrupted his planing in order to 
inform me in confidence of what he thought surprising news: 'It may happen, Mr. 
Berg, it may happen that brother Gustaf will becomes king', Prince Gustaf Adolf 
continued his work completely unmoved, as if the matter concerned someone 
completely different.6

Although Gusty had no classmate but his brother, there were regular parties with children of 
the parents' acquaintances. Queen Sofia hosted Easter parties each year in the White Sea hall 
with up to 60 lively brats playing at musical chairs, ”Mufti fait comme ça”, looking for Easter
eggs and more. From the age of 10 it was ”Saturday parties” - 10 invited boys and two hours 
of skylarking in the corridors but in an orderly fashion. Swearing was forbidden. They also 
met the cousins and their friends. Short and intense was the mantra. Prince Wilhelm has since
presented it as he and Gusty living in total isolation from their peers, but that was clearly not 
the case. However, their lives were tightly structured:

They were never left to their own devices but their time was always occupied by 
various program items. At this and that time do this, then switch to something else and
so it went. One day I [Carl Svedelius] took it upon me to lecture the Crown Prince 
Couple about my views on education. Even princes need to be left alone and are not 
well served by constantly being rushed from one thing to another. My royal audience 
listened with great interest and in particular the Crown Princess thanked me warmly 
for the sensible points I made.7

Since the teaching took place at the castle, all the teaching facilities were housed there:

In a room in their floor - the so-called Prince's Floor, located in the south-east wing's 
mezzanine - had been set up wallbars, trapezes and swings. Furthermore, the Crown 
Princess had arranged a sports course in the broad corridor running outside the princes'
room. Here was the opportunity to jump over obstacles, hit pins, ride a bike; The 
princes could also perform their carpentry. The teaching took place in a special 
classroom with a black board, supply of maps, globe and ”mechanical desks”.8

Gusty & Wilhelm were taught in parallel, which made the schedule a compromise. Wilhelm 
was ahead of his age. Gusty was behind. Language was taught by foreign teachers who 
spoke their mother tongue. The schedule was Swedish, German, English, French, Latin, 
general history, political science, Christianity, mathematics, physics, biology, ”natural 
history”, handicraft, piano, drawing, linear drawing, gymnastics, outdoor sports and 
horseback riding. ”Natural History” was a mixture of geography, geology, botany, 
ethnography & archaeology which was not part of the regular curriculum. 1898 the lack of 
Norwegian led to protests and Gusty got a teacher also in the Norwegian language, literature 
& history Fredrik Ording (1870-1929; employed 1899-1900). In order to appease the 

6 Tigram. [Margit Siwertz.] ”Kronprinsen fyller 50.” Vecko Journalen 1932:46, ss. 24-25,39.
7 Fjellman 1952: s. 21.
8 Fjellman 1952: s. 16.



Norwegians, the place of the Norwegian education alternated between Sweden and Norway 
so there was a lot of train journeys.9 It is difficult to pronounce on Gusty's knowledge of the 
various subjects. He was uninterested in Latin, later took extra lessons in French and as an 
adult learned ”tourist Italian”. His Norwegian, English & German was good. The people 
around him considered him diligent rather than gifted.

During his riding tours at Tullgarn, Gusty found two Iron Age tombs which he hoped 
contained some treasures. In 1898, he was given permission by one of his mother's 
acquaintances, the National Antiquarian Hans Hildebrand, to dig them out. The excavations 
began on August 3, took place at Libtomta and resulted in a clay pot, a nail, two rivets and a 
red glass pearl. Since Gusty was self-taught the digging methods were so-so - hack and 
shovel. In the summer of 1900, he participated in one of Hildebrand's own excavations in the 
Trosa area and learned how a real excavation was done. Other leisure activities included 
collecting pressed plants, minerals, coins & stamps. The collections were exhibited as in a 
small museum. His mother tried to interest him in fiction - fairy tales, classics, Indian books 
and historical novels - but Gusty was mostly interested in Jules Verne. The bookshelf was 
filled with nonfiction in mixed subjects - mostly general, military and art history. Gustav's 
interest in art and crafts appears to have been awakened (according to the bookshelf) about 
1903/04.10 He did not perform music himself but visited the Concert Society.

October 1, 1898, he was confirmed. The religious education took place at Tullgarn with his 
Christianity teacher Clemens Åhfeldt. Victoria was often present to ensure that the teaching 
took place in a spirit of good Lutheran duty above all. There was also much talk about 
inherited sin & how to avoid this world's desires, temptations, sexual innuendos & dalliances 
at balls and otherwise.11

The confirmation hearing was led by the pastor of the court congregation who had also
prepared the young prince for his first communion. He stood there in the choir, facing 
the brilliant and critical audience, the king and crown prince couples, all the rest of the
royal house and all our country's representatives of note. The upper crust of the 
church, as well as the representatives of the people of Norway had been invited as 
well. It is no small matter for a sixteen-year-old youngster to keep his cool in such a 
position during a hearing of almost half an hour. But he answered loudly, clearly and 
calmly the questions that were put to him. The interrogation ended with him reading 
the psalm 213 in our hymn book: ”Jesus is my friend the best” with a voice, which 
was heard to every corner of the church.12

When Wilhelm 1898 disappeared to the naval warfare school, Gusty was to catch up with the 
curriculum in order to graduate at the same time as his peers. The school days were 8-17 with 
breaks for meals. Add homework. It sounds rather a lot but he recovered during the summer 
holidays. The thesis was about ”Sveriges slättbygder”, i.e. his Duchy Skåne. On December 6, 
1900, he was examined. The structure of his teaching did not fit any curriculum. It has been 
variously said that Gusty had semi-classical (modern language + Latin) education and that he 
was half humanist, half natural sciences. For this reason, he was not questioned by the 
censors, but by his teachers, who were the only ones who knew the curriculum. Ording used 
his interrogation as a political manifesto: Gusty had to account for Norway's formation as an 

9 Svenska Dagbladet 1894-03-01; Svenska Dagbladet 1898-10-04; Göteborgs Aftonblad 1900-12-10.
10 Palmstierna & Stillert 1962.
11 Älmberg, 2017: s. 41. [Ur en av GA:s anteckningsböcker, c. 1896-97.]
12 Åhfeldt (1932: ss. 66-68.



independent state during the 14th century, why May 17 was celebrated as the country's day of 
independence and end it with analysing the 1815 constitution: That Norway was a free, 
independent, indivisible and sovereign kingdom united with Sweden under a common king.

Before graduation, Ording was interviewed about Gustav's intellectual capacity, interests and 
person. According to Ording, Gusty had a quick perception and a good memory, although 
presently tired because of his recent cramming. He was mainly interested in the natural 
sciences and fiction, not so much in poetry. His upbringing had not been severe but it had 
been ”correct” and supervised. ”He has easy to win people, is always controlled in his 
behaviour, never oversteps, a little withdrawn, completely without pretence, but at the same 
time characterized by an assurance which fits his position. He understands to be eminently 
correct while at the same time hearty. His character is open and honest.”13

There is no record of what Gusty thought of his upbringing as a royal greenhouse plant. He 
believed it was his duty and fate. However, his later actions suggest that he, like his mother, 
kept a distance to his role. Royalty was a means of power in the service of the state - not an 
end in itself.

*

The period 1901-1904 is too messy to be portrayed strictly chronologically. I have divided it 
into hobbies, civil & military training. It was intended that Gusty would study at the 
University of Kristiania in the spring of 1901, but he was so tired that he instead 
accompanied his mother to Germany & Italy and did not return to Sweden until mid-May. He
spent the summer at Tullgarn and in Norway with hofjaegermester Thomas Faernley doing 
excursions & fishing trips. In the autumn he started with the military part of his education:

● In the autumn of 1901, Gusty received individual instruction in military subjects to 
supplement his baccalaureate with the corresponding army cadet training at the war 
school. On January 20, 1902, he graduated with an officer's degree and was later 
appointed second lieutenant at the Svea Life Guards, the Crown Prince's Hussar 
Regiment (K7 in Malmö) and the Norwegian Jaeger Corps. Until then, his military 
practice had consisted of in the summer of 1900 serving as sergeant in the Life 
Guards' military exercises where he had been enrolled as a volunteer already in 1891. 
In the summers of 1902-1904 & 1906 he served for 1-3 months as a platoon and troop 
commander in the Life Guards and the Hussar Regiment, drilled recruits and 
participated in field exercises. At some point this time he was set à la suite in the 
Baden Life Grenadier Regiment No. 109 (=got to wear the regiment's uniform at 
parades).14

● The first anecdote about Gusty is from 1902. Someone in the Life Guard ordered 
rooms, first for the officers, then for Gusty. This was done by telephone. When the 
porter heard that Prince Gustaf Adolf would be coming, he answered ”å 17” (wow!) 
which was misunderstood as room No 17.

Gustys civil education was that he studied four semesters at Uppsala & Kristiania University 
alternating with ”activities” - sport-, outdoor-, student- & social life:

13 Svenska Dagbladet 1900-10-26; Svenska Dagbladet 1900-12-18.
14 Ljungqvist 1976; Selander red. 1983: ss. 72-73.



● February 8, 1902, he enrolled at Stockholm nation Uppsala University where he lived 
in a newly built residence under the supervision of his governor County Governor 
Gustaf Lagerbring and his ”adjutants” Göran Posse and Hugo Cederschiöld. He was 
not there to graduate but would follow courses in political science, economics and 
history. The outside world was unsure how to treat him. For example, Gusty had 
expressed a desire to attend the meetings and discussions of the historical association. 
The first meeting he was unsolicited elected honorary member of the association. The 
same thing happened at the philately club. Even the adjutants were unsure about the 
protocol. When, for example, the university chancellor Gustaf Gilljam attended the 
same lecture as Gusty, the latter sat on a chair while Gusty and the rest sat on benches.
The adjutants immediately insisted that Gusty also be given a chair that would be 
larger than the chancellor's.

Regarding student life, Gusty was enrolled in one of OD's sixes and also participated 
in some folk dance evenings. The protocol during the folk dancing was felt by the 
other cavaliers as deeply unfair. Gusty had priority to all the girls. Otherwise, student 
life seems to have been meagre. Gusty participated in the morning exercise & 1902 in 
the 1st May parade where the participants stood on the Island bridge and made noise 
by hitting the rails with metal bars. He spent most of his holidays in Stockholm.

● There is no official account of Gusty's three Uppsala terms (1902 & ht 1903), but it is 
possible to compile a list of which lectures he visited and his individual instruction: 
Gusty attended lectures by professors Harald Hjärne (history), David Davidsson 
(economics), Herman Diels (Egyptology) & Oscar Almgren (Sami & Nordic 
archeology). In addition, he received individual instruction from Simon Boëthius 
(political science), Ernst Trygger (civil law) & took private lessons in French.15

● February 4, 1903, he enrolled at the University of Kristiania where he lived at the 
castle under the supervision of his governor Marshal of the court Malcom Lilliehöök 
and his two ”adjutants” Göran Posse and the Norwegian captain Roll. He was 
supposed to follow lectures by professors Torkel Aschehoug (history of Norwegian 
agriculture), Gustav Storm (medieval Norwegian history), Francis Hagerup (state 
constitutions with special regard to Norway), Waldemar Brøgger (soil conditions in 
the Scandinavian peninsula) and Gabriel Gustafsson (archeology). After three weeks 
he fell ill with scarlet fever and his studies were postponed for a year. When he 
returned in 1904 he followed lectures by professors Yngvar Nielsen (Norwegian 
history 1800-1815), Bredo Morgenstjerne (Norwegian business in the 19th century), 
Amund Helland (geology), Gabriel Gustafsson (archaeology) & Gerhard Gran 
(Norwegian literature in the 19th century).16

● If you ignore the representation, Gusty's civil education was 4 semesters of 3 months 
each. To compare with his military training: 2 semesters cadet training, 4 semesters 
senior officer training & 9 months internship. Gusty has often been portrayed as a 
humanist on the throne, but this is only partly true.

What was most noted by his contemporaries was Gusty's interest in sports. His archaeological
interest was mentioned but not documented until much later:

15 Aftonbladet 1903-12-10; Göteborgs Aftonblad 1903-12-11; Swahn 1932: s. 112.
16 Aftonbladet 1903-02-02; Tidningen Kalmar 1904-02-08; Swahn 1932: s. 116.



● As mentioned earlier, Gusty practised a variety of sports at the exertionary level 
- encouraged by his PE teachers and ”adjutants”. 1903/04 he – in the manner of 
Wilhelm – built a sailboat but was more interested in outdoor life, winter sports 
and military sports. Since he did not practice, the results were uneven. For 
example, he often fell in the ski jumps which indicates poor bone strength. He 
did better in the military events, winning several competitions at regimental 
level in orienteering with rucksack and high-speed gunfire with revolver. He 
also represented the regiment in law tennis and hockey. In March 1903 he was 
elected honorary member of the National Association for Gymnastics and 
Sports and January 26, 1904, chairman. He held this position until 1933, but it 
took years until he did any real work.

● The sailboat - the cutter ”Sif” - is renown but Gusty got so much help that he was 
rather the contractor than the builder: ”Sif is an early tourist sailboat, big, clumsy and 
heavy. She is a duckling who never looked like a swan. ... The drawings are, allegedly,
taken from a British sailing magazine. ... The Prince kept Sif for only five years before
he sold her.”17 In 1901 Wilhelm built a small boat ”Lark” after an American design. It 
seems to have been built by him alone.

● Gusty studied archaeology at both Uppsala and Kristiania University and did 
excursions. In the autumn of 1902, he participated in a larger excavation of ”Kung 
Björns Högh” south-west of Uppsala financed by his parents. During the excavation a 
number of valuable objects were found, including a gold-decorated bronze sword, a 
buckle and a bronze razor. Gusty also published two archaeological articles. The first18

was a list of excavation sites in the Norrköping area. The second19 described an 
excavation of his own in the vicinity of Sofiero. With these qualifications he 1906 
became honorary member of the Academy of Sciences & 1930 honorary member of 
the Academy of Letters, 1945-1950 president, from 1951 patron.

*

Gusty also had some representation consisting in attending events, inaugurations, jubilees, 
family gatherings, weddings and funerals, and was awarded two high honours - the Danish 
Order of the Elephant and the Prussian Order of the Black Eagle. The year he was going to 
turn 18, he swore Oscar II fidelity:

Stockholm, January 17, 1901, Hall of state: The Prime Minister addressed Prince 
Gustaf Adolf with the words: ”Rise, high-borne prince, and take the king's oath of 
faith and glory!” Gusty rose, removed his ducal crown, and laid two fingers on a 
bible while the Prime Minister voiced the oath: To obey his king in all things and 
respect the laws of the land. Afterwards he went up to Oscar II, who rose, 
embraced him and kissed him on the forehead. On October 24, the ceremony was 
repeated in Kristiania.

March 1902, Gusty visited Norway to receive the results of a collection for his 18th birthday, a
winter cottage in Sikkelsdalen, ”Prinsestuen”, a log house with eight rooms and a porch. 
However, he had to surrender it at the Union's collapse in 1905. In 1902 his personal finances 

17 Berglund-Thörnblom 2012.
18 prins Gustaf Adolf 1904.
19 prins Gustaf Adolf 1906.



improved when he sold of the heir prince's palace at Gustaf Adolf's square to the state and 
received the returns on the purchase price, 90 thousand a year, which he used for antiques, 
home furnishings & travel.

November 1904 to February 1905, Gusty was on a combined education and leisure trip. He 
and Wilhelm visited their German relatives and then proceeded to Venice, Florence, Genoa, 
Nice and Paris where they visited attractions and trod around museums. There is an anecdote 
that in Paris a journalist wanted to get his reaction to an ”interesting article” that was pure 
fiction. Gusty returned it with a line that the author was very inventive. This type of brief 
irony was about as far as Gusty went in answering questions from journalists and much of his 
public image is built on this kind of anecdotal information. (His 80th and 90th anniversary, 
however, he was unusually long-winded and responded with several sentences.) They spent 
Christmas with their mother and grandparents in Karlsruhe. January 9, Gusty continued to 
Egypt where he January 26 met his future wife. In 1905 he devoted himself mainly to her. In 
the spring of 1906, he repeated the cadet course in preparation for the two-year advanced 
officer training of the Royal Swedish Army Staff College. Autumn 1906 until spring 1908 he 
pursued this education as a regular student with the same schedule as the other two students in
the class.


