
Chapter 69 : Princess of Baden (II) (1862-1881).

Sophia Maria Victoria, in her circle of friends ”Vicky”, was born August 7, 1862, at Mainau 
Castle, southern Germany, as Princess (formally Margrave or Duchess) of Baden. In 1881, 
she became Crown Princess of Sweden and Norway. In 1907, she became Queen of Sweden.
Through her father she was related to King Gustaf IV (1778-1837; her father's grandfather) 
and through her mother with the kings of Prussia (who from June 18, 1871,  also were 
Emperors of Germany): William I (1797-1888; Her grandfather), Frederick III (1831-1888) 
& William II (1859-1941). Victoria was also related to the Russian royal house: Her 
grandmother Grand Duchess Maria Pavlovna (1754-1801) was the daughter of Tsar Paul I 
(1754-1801) and her aunt Cecilia of Baden (1839-1891) was married to a son of Tsar 
Nicholas I (1796-1855).

She was baptized in Jordan waters, a gift of the bishop of Jerusalem, and was provided with a 
large crowd of royal godparents (18 of them!). At the age of four, she was put in the saddle. 
At the age of five, she received home education in reading, writing, arithmetic, piano and 
religion. It continued until spring 1871. She was able to speak fluent English and French. The 
pedagogy alternated between play in the park, Prussian drill and lazy summer days. Growing 
up was a peculiar mixture of simplicity and luxury, care and neglect, love and brutality. 
Victoria used to point out that she only had two pairs of shoes: For everyday use & when the 
emperor was visiting. She ate in the kitchen with the servants and was raised by her maids and
governors. However, she was present when her parents had guests, when she was expected to 
respond when addressed.

She learned early that her own wishes were unimportant. What was important was the 
demands made of her as a princess. Anders Jarlert refers to a contemporary handbook in 
pedagogy1 that describes the difference between a bourgeois upbringing and a princely 
”prince upbringing”. A citizen is brought up for his own good. A prince is raised for the 
common good. The citizen's education is aimed at developing his or her predisposition. The 
Prince's upbringing aims to inculcate what his social status requires. Meyer calls it a 
”princely state of mind”: The princely state meant power, responsibility, privileges, duties, 
restraints & expectations. The prince had greater responsibilities than other people. Other 
people could be disciplined by their peers. The prince only recognized self-discipline. - The 
thinking behind the ”princess education” was not as developed but like all prince children she
was treated differently by her surroundings. It was stressful. She escaped reality through 
games and adventure novels.

Initially, Victoria's two brothers and the visiting cousins were her only playmates. In 1871, 
her teacher-led education began, first as individual teaching, from the spring of 1872 peers - 
15 girls from Karlsruhe's upper crust who remained her friends for life. Classmate Maria von 
Gemmingen remembered her long afterwards as rather downtrodden and eager to fit in. The 
school existed from 1872 to 1878 and followed the curriculum of the German Higher Girls 
Schools. The school was headed by Bath's chief preacher Albert (?) Helbing. The teaching 
included German, French, English, religion, general and art history, geography, mathematics, 
physics, chemistry, botany, singing, music, dance, drawing, handwork, etc. The school day 
was 8-12 & 15-17, Monday to Friday. Students were ranked annually according to their 
grades. Victoria alternated between 2nd & 3rd place. Her favourite subjects were physics, 
chemistry, botany and art history. She received private piano lessons and also violin lessons. 
The violin lessons were cancelled due to an arm injury. Victoria's education in religion, 
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music, drawing/painting/modelling, general history and German/French/English literature 
continued until her marriage September 20, 1881. She had skills equivalent to a secondary 
education, but no degree. Outside school, she accompanied her parents on trips, met her 
relatives, participated in her mother's charity work and trained conduct and etiquette. In the 
summers the family was at their castle Mainau on Lake Constance, hiking in the Alps and 
visited bathing and spa resorts.

She did not receive any education in domestic science and childcare. Such was for the lower 
classes. For her, it was trial and error. Mostly error. Victoria and her classmates sometimes 
spent all Sundays practising at Victoria's gas-fired play-stove. The result - mixed - was 
served Victoria's parents. The only documented dishes are omelet and some kind of pastries. 
A peculiar gap in her education is that she was never allowed to follow her father in his 
government duties and does not even seem to have read the papers. She was completely 
ignorant of the practical politics of Baden. (After arriving in Sweden, Oscar II personally 
taught her about Swedish & Norwegian politics. She was given much advice on how to ”win 
the favour of the people”. She is said to have rejected this advice on the grounds that “this 
was not how we do it in Germany”.)

She had no training in managing her media image. She had never appeared in public - the 
confirmation was the first time, the wedding the second time - or met journalists. She told her 
lady-in-waiting Louise af Ugglas that she got anxiety attacks from meeting strangers and that 
her mother (perhaps for that reason) trained her in the conversational arts without having to 
expose herself to such things: ”Chairs had been set up along the walls. Each chair would 
represent a certain person. Under her mother's watchful eyes, the daughter had to make her 
entrance into the hall, go from chair to chair and converse the fictional person on a suitable 
topic.”2 She had been photographed a few times and there is a watercolour and a chalk 
painting but she had never sat for a portrait - 1904 was the first time. She was, despite her 
long schooling, only educated for private life, ”upper crust inactivity” and letting the 
employees manage her court, home, breastfeeding and raising the children. Sweden was quite 
a shock.

*

Victoria's confirmation has been done much of. As she received religious instruction both 
from her mother, her Christian teacher Albert Helbing and her two confirmatory teachers 
Emil Frommel and Karl Doll, it is difficult to determine who influenced her to what. At the 
ceremony December 1, 1878, Victoria was questioned by Doll as to her Christian 
knowledge. Part of her answer was a personal credo: ”In that you have given me a higher 
position than many others, you have also made greater demands on me. I will not therefore 
exalt myself, no, remain humble. I would like to thank you for every opportunity to do good 
to others, which you in this way has offered me.”

The mother gave her as a confirmation present a desk with a engraved motto: ”Think and be 
silent, feel more than you show, bow to God - and you remain yourself.” The quote has been 
interpreted as meaning that Victoria actually had an inner religious life distinct from her 
official persona but that is questionable. She was traditional at the fingertips and all her life 
kept to the catechise and the three estates. According to her preacher at the court, Clemens 
Åhfeldt3, she was an Orthodox Lutheran. It included to win grace through selfless work. 

2 von Steyern 1962: del 1, s. 79.
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Nothing was for free and sanctimoniousness was in vain. The purpose of life was to separate 
the chaff from the wheat. Later in life, however, she supported an ecumenical approach. Like 
many others in her social position, she hailed a stoic philosophy of life and read Marcus 
Aurelius. Stoicism as the philosophy of life is multifaceted but the directions have in common
that nature is inexorable but the will is free. The following quote gives an idea of what it 
implies:

Life becomes, as the Stoics more than once tell us, like a play which is acted or a 
game played with counters. Viewed from outside, the counters are valueless; but to 
those engaged in the game their importance is paramount. What really and ultimately 
matters is that the game shall be played as it should be played. God, the eternal 
dramatist, has cast you for some part in His drama, and hands you the role. It may turn
out that you are cast for a triumphant king; it may be for a slave who dies in torture. 
What does that matter to the good actor? He can play either part; his only business is 
to accept the role given him, and to perform it well. Similarly, life is a game of 
counters. Your business is to play it in the right way. He who set the board may have 
given you many counters; He may have given you few. He may have arranged that, at 
a particular point in the game, most of your men shall be swept accidentally off the 
board. You will lose the game; but why should you mind that ? It is your play that 
matters, not the score that you happen to make. He is not a fool to judge you by your 
mere success or failure. Success or failure is a thing He can determine without stirring 
a hand. It hardly interests Him. What interests Him is the one thing which he cannot 
determine – the action of your free and conscious will.4

Much has been written about Victoria's health: She had an injury in her right arm. According 
to one report, it was a birth defect. According to another, it was from the age of 10 - perhaps a
fall from the horse. It forced her to quit the violin and later in life she used a typewriter and 
wore a mitella. More famous is her chronic bronchitis. This was already present before 
marriage but in a mild form as an infection of the upper respiratory tract: throat, tonsils & 
nasal mucosa. Later in life, Victoria blamed it on her and her brothers having to sleep in 
unheated rooms to ”harden them”. That is hard to prove. It might as well be caused by her 
untreated sinusitis - not discovered until 1907. Later, the infection spread to the bronchi, eyes 
and ears. Her brother Louis died of pneumonia in 1888, and Victoria feared the same fate. The
neglect has been blamed on her mother but should probably be blamed on the Baden-court's 
physician doctor Adolf Tenner, apparently a doctor of the old tribe who did not believe in 
bacterial theory and like newfangled ideas. All subsequent doctors investigating Victoria have
pointed out that her health was neglected.

Apart from the bronchitis relapses, Victoria was until pregnancy healthy and active: She 
rode, drove, skated, took long walks, etc. She bathed but does not seem to have been able to
swim. After the pregnancy, however, she is claimed to have suffered from mental disorders 
- in the terminology of the time neurasthenia - manifesting itself in an unnatural fatigue. In 
modern terminology, it seems to have been a postpartum depression. As the doctors 
constantly prescribed her rest, she became physically weak and eventually had to be 
carried.

*
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Victoria's royal family-tree was very impressive but also posed problems. Both Russian 
cousin Nikolai Mikhailovich (1859-1919; grandson of Nicholas I) & the German heir to the
throne, William (II) were too close related for a marriage to be considered. Victoria and 
Nikolay were first cousins. Victoria and William (II) were second cousins. Victoria and 
Nikolai had met during the summer holidays on Mainau and had a common interest in 
botany. Their relationship is well documented. The relationship with William (II) appears to
be speculation.

In January/February 1878 there were reports in Swedish newspapers that Gustaf and Victoria 
were about to get engaged. This seems premature - none of them had completed their 
education. Victoria wasn't even confirmed. Possibly it was a probe. Gustaf visited his mother 
in Heidelberg not far from Karlsruhe. September 27 the next year, Gustaf met the family in 
the spa town of Baden-Baden. There is no record of what took place but probably Gustaf 
introduced himself to the parents while Victoria sat in at the dinner and studied him. Gustaf 
had earlier met Victoria's older brother Friedrich (1857-1928) so she may not have been 
completely ignorant of his person. There was no talk of an engagement. Gustaf behaved like 
any normal guest, even if royal. In the evening there was a reception at Emperor William II's 
residence, who was there to oversee a military manoeuvre.

Two months before this first meeting with Gustaf, Victoria had a romance with her Russian 
cousin Nicolaj. It occurred during the Golden Wedding of Grandfather William I in Berlin on 
June 11. At the time, she was almost 17, made her social debut during one of the balls, and 
charmed the surroundings through a ”straightforward” performance. This appears to be a 
codeword for a rather unabashed flirt with the Cavaliers. Cousin Nicholas wrote to his 
brother: ”The most delicious of all here is certainly Vicky. She is charming and pleases one 
immensely. ... She kisses you and makes you say a thousand things.”5 Nicholas tried to make 
the relation serious but was forbidden by Tsar Alexander III to marry her. They were too 
closely related.

The account of William (II) comes from the German writer Gustaf Freitag - unknown which 
publication but it is not correct. The most accurate biography of William's early years6 
mentions only William's cousin on his mother's side Elisabeth of Hesse. William first met 
Elisabeth in 1875 when he was 16 and she was 11. In August 1878 he chose another - it 
seems to have dawned on him that he and Elisabeth were in danger of children with 
haemophilia. On April 30, 1879, William's parents compiled a list of princesses of the same 
age as he and the motive for not choosing them. Victoria is dismissed as yet another close 
relative.7 However, Wilhelm admired Victoria's mother Louise of Baden for her political 
acumen and organizational ability.8

Freitag's more embroidered version was passed on by Vecko-Journalen journalist Anders 
Lundebeck.9 There is also a passage by Hökerberg: ”As a young girl, she dreamt dreams, like
so many other German princess, that maybe she would become the one, who one day by the 
side of the emperor in her person would embody the best of the German woman and the best 
of the German spirit. It is certain that her self-education was enforced in expectation of the 
calling.”10 The passus is speculation but has been cited as fact.

5 Cockfield 2002: s. 61.
6 Röhl 1998: ss. 325-337.
7 Röhl 1998: ss. 339-340.
8 kejsar Wilhelm II 1926: s. 130.
9 Lundebeck 1952: ss. 290-292.
10 Hökerberg red. 1930: s. 12.



*

The engagement with Gustaf took another 18 months until March 11, 1881. Probably the 
parents were waiting for Victoria's day of maturity. Her grandfather later commented that the 
discussions had been conducted without her knowledge but that she adapted to the situation: 
”You should have learned from the newspapers that my granddaughter in Baden has become 
engaged to the Crown Prince of Sweden, a matter that has already been discussed a few times,
without she even having a clue about it. During the wedding festivities, such an inclination 
has now developed with her [for Gustaf], that we are actually all surprised. The Crown Prince
is tall and slim, but I would say: he still looks immature and awkward, neither is his face, 
including the glasses, very appealing: enfin, il ne faut pas disputer des gouts!”11

The following had occurred: February 27, 1881, William (II) was to be married. Victoria and 
her family were in Berlin to attend the festivities. Gustaf was also invited to the festivities. In 
the morning of the 26th, he met Victoria's father, who gave good advice on how to woo the 
daughter to arouse her interest: ”Because she wasn't aware of the engagement plans, they 
could speak unabashedly.” Said and done. The next day, they met at church and at the Royal 
Pavilion. According to Gustaf's companion, 1st Marshal of the Court Nils von Rosen, ”the 
prince [Gustaf] approached the princess politely and pleasantly, and gave her his full attention
while restraining his passion.” Victoria was apparently very anxious to please and wrapped 
Gustaf around her little finger. Maybe she wasn't quite as unaware of the marriage plans as 
they thought.12 Three days later he wrote to his mother: ”I really like her: She is so simple and
straightforward, that you can only but like her! ... All people have noticed more or less that we
like each other, but it does me nothing. For I am absolutely determined in my choice, and feel 
overjoyed.”13

Several meetings followed. However, the father did not want Gustaf to talk to his daughter 
before he did. On March 2, Gustaf and the family of the Grand Duke were invited to a ”small 
diner” by Emperor William who apparently wanted to see Gustaf with his own eyes before he
gave his consent to the marriage.14 The following day, Gustaf learned that his feelings for 
Victoria were answered. During the evening, Victoria burst into tears and told her parents 
”everything”. Gustaf was invited down to Karlsruhe on March 8 to formally request her hand.
In a letter of March 9 to his adviser Heinrich Geltzer, the father described it as ”the two 
young minds in the bustle of the party had found the common ground that units two hearts in 
true love. Their rapprochement was such that we had to separate them, in order not they 
deciding on the outcome until we do. Rarely had he seen so clearly the finger of God, as when
their daughter, overwhelmed by emotion, broke out in a tear-flood that lasted for two hours, 
and then there was a change in her being, testifying that the divine spark had struck deep in 
her life.”15

A few years later, Victoria told her maid of honour, Louise af Ugglas, how the engagement 
had taken place. In Karlsruhe, von Rosen delivered the marriage proposal to her father. 
Gustaf & she had then fallen on their knees before the father, affirmed their love for each 
other and implored him to grant the proposal.16 The next day, March 12, the engagement was

11 Jansson 1963: s. 49, brev från kejsar Vilhelm I till en kvinnlig bekant 1881-03-13.
12 von Steyern 1962: del 1, s. 78; Fjellman 1980: ss. 30-31, brev från kronprins Gustaf till sin mor 1881-02-27. 
13 Ohlmarks 1982: ss. 33-34. [Brev från kronprins Gustaf till sin mor 1881-03-02.]
14 Söderberg 1951: s. 44. [National-Zeitung 1881-03-02.]
15 Jarlert 2012: s. 66.
16 von Steyern 1962: del 1, s. 78.



officially announced. They were photographed together but look extremely uncomfortable 
with the situation. The wedding was supposed to wait until the summer of 1882 so that there 
was time to invite guests, but neither Gustaf nor Victoria wanted to hear that. Apart from 
impatience, Gustaf was not able to spend so long a time in Karlsruhe. On March 16 the 
marriage was approved by the Swedish Parliament and on June 14 the marriage contract was 
finalized: time, place, costs, dowry, jointure, etc. In the meantime, the principal of Uppsala 
University College for Girls, associate professor of political science Oscar J Ahlin and his 
wife arrived to teach Victoria Swedish language, history and literature for a few months. The
teaching continued in Sweden for lecturer Carl Rogberg. Victoria is said to have spoken 
good Swedish on her arrival, but that is an exaggeration. According to Louise af Ugglas, it 
took her three years. She was still speaking unnecessarily grammatically - as a book - and 
had difficulties with her u's. She later learned to speak Italian. Never Norwegian.

After the engagement Gustaf had to go home but returned to Karlsruhe Easter April 10-17. 
During his absence, he was love-sick to the point that he even wrote love poems. Two are 
preserved but have been rated rather than good. On June 20, Victoria met her parents-in-law 
at the home of Victoria's grandmother, Empress Augusta, at her castle in Brühl. King Oscar II
was displeased that the Norwegians refused to contribute to Victoria's appanage. They agreed 
that the wedding would be arranged for the parents' silver wedding on September 20, which 
solved the guest problem. Victoria made an effort to please everyone - even her new Swedish 
maids of honour. When one of them happened to appear in the wrong clothes - white (=free) 
instead of black (=serving) - Victoria immediately changed to the same colour so that no one 
could criticize her for a violation of conduct. This was well received.17

In July/August, Victoria was in St Moritz, Switzerland, with her mother to drink water. July 
25 Gustaf joined them for what appears to have been a Platonic ”learn-to-know-each other-
month”. Victoria's father arrived in time for her birthday August 7. Everything was 
scheduled. At about 8 o'clock Victoria drank her water. Then they went for a walk. The 
mother never left them out of sight. She was in a lousy mood and argued with Victoria over 
nothing. Food was simple and healthy. In the afternoons Gustaf taught Victoria Swedish. At 
night, he wrote letters. August 15 they continued to the summer palace of Mainau where they 
visited a number of neighbours. Then each went home.

August 28, the engagement was official, and September 20 - the silver wedding of their 
parents - their own wedding took place. They were also photographed on this occasion and 
looked far more relaxed. The wedding day began with a salute, 101 shots, and continued in 
the same grandiose style. First, it was a simple civil marriage (compulsory since 1874) when 
the marriage contract was signed. Then there was an evangelical wedding in the castle 
church with some 30 royals, courtiers and corps diplomatique. The balcony was crowded 
with onlookers.

The bride entered, led on the right by Emperor Wilhelm and on the left by King Oscar.
The bridal suit was of thick white silk [atlas with Brussels lace but no jewellery]. The 
neckline was lined with myrtle, and [garlands of orange flowers and] myrtle branches 
were fastened between the lace ruffles of the dress. The veil, in which the Swedish 
and Badian arms were tied, was a complete work of art. It was attached to a myrtle 
wreath. A broad myrtle garland lined the 6-meter-long train, which was carried by 
eight of the princess' schoolmates and friends from youth.

17 Bååth-Holmberg 1920: ss. 173-174; Jansson 1963: ss. 51-52.



The bridegroom was led on the right by his mother and on the left by the Duchess of 
Saxe-Coburg and Gotha, sister of the Grand Duke of Baden. The Crown Prince wore 
the Life Regiment Dragoons uniform. … The guests lined up to the right and left in 
the church's ship and formed a large circle around the bride and groom, which came 
up to the altar. ... Victoria's confirmation priest Doll gave the wedding speech. In this 
he uttered, turned to the groom, among other things : ”God will bless you, for he who 
receives virtuous woman, has received a more noble treasure than the most expensive 
of pearls. Her husband's heart can trust her”. Then the marriage took place, after which
the newly wed received a Bible bound in black Morocco. When the bride and groom 
exchanged rings, three times twelve gunshots proclaimed the completion of the 
wedding. [The ceremony ended with Gustaf removing his sabre and kneeling handed it
to his father-in-law.]18

Since so little was known about the bride, all the more was written about the parents, the 
royal prince and the wedding gifts. The marriage was commented on in England as an 
”unintentional act of historical restitution ... Bernadotte's grandson brought back to 
Scandinavia the granddaughter of the monarch, whom his ancestor succeeded to the 
throne”.19 This made her the granddaughter's grandson's grandson's son's son's grandson's 
daughter descendant to Gustaf Vasa in the 11th generation. It was also made much of her as a 
”bourgeois queen”. The proof of this was her solid schooling and her (not quite so solid) 
domestic skills. Her Swedish knowledge was appreciated.

*

The newspaper coverage of the event was by unsympathetic readers described as ”servile 
bullshit”. Most of it was published in Aftonbladet, Post- och Inrikestidningar, Nya Dagligt 
Allehanda & Ny Illustrerad Tidning. Aftonbladet had sent a correspondent to Karlsruhe. The 
other journalists first met Victoria in Stockholm. Ignoring their fawning the journalists 
evidently perceived Victoria as more sympathetic face to face than in the photographs where 
she looked rather uppity.

The wedding was also a first confrontation with Gustaf's future political opponents. Karl 
Staaff (1860-1915), Hjalmar Branting (1860-1925) and others. The wedding year these 
formed a Republican student club ”Radikala klubben”. The club had a member newspaper 
”Vet hut!” In 1882, they also published the pamphlet ”Victoria-Jubel”20, which had to be 
printed abroad due to its tendency. The authors made fun of the wedding writings and solemn 
speeches - especially those of Lund professor Theodor Wisén. It was as if the dissolution of 
the Estates Parliament never had taken place. In defence of Wisén, he as a government 
official, only followed orders. Church, education etc. sorted under the Ecclesiastics 
Department - at this time something of a royal propaganda ministry.

*

There has since been speculation about which further princesses were intended for Gustaf. 
According to politician Louis De Geer, it was first the daughters of Frederick III, Princess 
Charlotte (1860-1919) & Victoria (1866-1929) of Prussia: ”You asked in your last letter 
about the thoughts regarding the marriage of the Crown Prince. When it was a matter of his 

18 Åsbrink red. 1922: ss. 48-50.
19 Bååth-Holmberg 1920: s. 179.
20 Brakel m.fl. 1882; Michanek 1986.



appanage last autumn, the king declared that no marriage would be possible in 5 to 6 years, 
and I conclude that the idea was already abandoned to acquire the oldest Prussian princess. 
The second is only eleven years and one should probably wait slightly more than 6 years, but
I think, that the thoughts are in that direction.”21

Another alternative was Princess Victoria of Hesse-Darmstadt (1863-1950; Queen Victoria's 
granddaughter). Sophie is also said to have been a keen advocate for Princess Hilda of Nassau
(1864-1952; her half-brother Adolph's daughter) & Béatrice of England (1856-1944; Queen 
Victoria's youngest daughter). Oscar II opposed Hilda after Adolph lost his Duchy of Nassau 
in 1866. Gustaf met Béatrice but no details about the meeting are available.22 Also Princess 
Thyra of Denmark (1853-1933) was a good party: Sister of the future king of Denmark, sister-
in-law of both the future king of England and the future tsar of Russia.23

21 De Geer 1929: ss. 159-160. [Brev 1877-06-03.]
22 Lundebeck 1952: ss. 251-252.
23 Knagg 1932: ss. 144-178.


