
Chapter 44 : Maria Bernadotte (1889-1974).

Prince Oscar's daughter Maria Sophia Henrietta Bernadotte, Countess of Wisborg, was 
born February 28, 1889, and died in Stockholm June 19, 1974. She remained unmarried. 
Maria appears as a supporting character in a number of references about mainly her career 
as a nurse and missionary worker (Jaya 1913: ss. 95-101; Swahn 1930: ss. 165-268; 
Jansson 1948; Jövinger 1949; Bengtsson & Cedergren red. 1953; Dahlberg 1953; Skott 
1996: s. 340; Lundström 2015: ss. 153-156).

She attended the Brummer girl's school, which had been started by one of the Beskow 
school's teachers. This was an eight-year elementary school with a humanist orientation that 
did not lead to the baccalaureate. Maria graduated in time for her confirmation. There was 
then a gap until coming of age when she started as a student nurse at the Saxon Children's 
Hospital and then trained as a Sophie sister. She finished on December 3, 1913, just in time 
to be inaugurated by Queen Sophie herself. The ceremony took place at the castle. Sophie 
was too weak to stand up but rested in a sofa:

One after the other of the older sisters came up to her and received from her hand the 
silver cross and the Queen's portrait. For the new sisters, who were to receive their pin,
the Queen read a piece of the scripture to each one. “So it was Maria Bernadotte's turn 
to arrive, the Dowager's granddaughter. Then she completely forgot to read the 
scripture, and closed her in her arms while whispering: 'God bless you, so good to see 
you here among the sisters!'”1

1916-1924, she was a ward nurse at the Seraphim Hospital. In 1925, her (unpaid) involvement
in the organization Female Mission Workers (KMA) took over. She worked partly in central 
KMA and partly with KMA's old people's homes for Sami people, Fjällgård, in Undersåker in
western Jämtland. The old people's home included a nursing home. The commitment felt 
naturally as she had followed her parents' on their Sami mission walks ever since childhood.

From 1924 she was a member of KMA's board of directors and 1946-1959 succeeded her 
mother as chairman. Fjällgård was run by the Fjällgårdskommissariat where Maria was 
secretary 1925-1962. She was also active in her father's Friends of the Sami mission. The 
work at Fjällgården included mission walks, visits to Sami fairs & being a holiday substitute.
From 1945 (?) she was a member of the board of the Stockholm branch (?) of Friends of the 
Swedish Soldier Association and took over the leadership of its sewing circle for financial 
support after her mother. As chairman of KMA, Maria inspected KMA's foreign operations. 
In 1959 she was in Tunisia. During her stay there, she turned 60, which in her capacity as 
the Swedish king's niece was very thoroughly celebrated.

As a nurse, she 1918 participated in the Finnish Civil War in the ambulance service, in the 
Finnish Winter War in 1939/40 at the war hospital in Torneå, in the Continuation War in 
1941/43 on the Torneå-Oslo hospital trains and in the spring of 1945 in the Red Cross 
repatriation from Germany of the Scandinavian prisoners of war.

As her parents aged, Maria received more duties at home. After her mother's death in 1946, 
she became a "hostess", which meant running the home and organizing her father's 
representation. She is described as small, energetic, a bit grim but easy to get along with. 

1 Jansson 1948: s. 313, källa: Sofia Fleetwood.



She was not in the habit of emphasizing her background but of course it gave her authority 
and contributed to her prominence in KMA.


